446                           KING OP PRUSSIA.

Upon-the emperour's death, many of the German princes
fell upon the Austrian territories, as upon a dead carcass,
to be dismemhered among them without resistance. Among
these, with whatever justice, certainly with very little ge-
nerosity, was the king of Prussia, who, having assembled
his troops, as was imagined, to support the pragmatick
sanction, on a sudden entered Silesia with thirty thousand
men, publishing a declaration, in which he disclaims any
design of injuring the rights of the house of Austria, but
urges his claim to Silesia, as rising "from ancient con-
ventions of family and confraternity between the house of
Brandenburg and the princes of Silesia, and other ho-
nourable titles." He saytf, the fear of being defeated by
other pretenders to the Austrian dominions, obliged him to
enter Silesia without any previous expostulation with the
queen, and that he shall " strenuously espouse the interests
of the house of Austria."

Such a declaration was, I believe, in the opinion of all
Europe, nothing less than the aggravation of hostility by
insult, and was received by the Austrians with suitable
indignation. The king pursued his purpose, marched
forward, and in the frontiers of Silesia made a speech to
his followers, in which he told them, that he considered
them rather " as friends than subjects, that the troops of
Brandenburg had been always eminent for their bravery,
that they would always fight in his presence, and that he
would recompense those who should distinguish themselves
in his service, rather as a father than as a king."

The civilities of the great are never thrown away. The
soldiei-s would naturally follow such a leader with alacrity;
especially because they expected no opposition: but hu-
man expectations are frequently deceived.

Entering thus suddenly into a country which he was
supposed rather likely to protect than to invade, he acted
for some time with absolute authority; but, supposing
that this submission would not always last, he endeavoured
to persuade the queen to a cession of Silesia, imagining
that she would easily be persuaded to yield what was